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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 
“Go!”       

 
Each June when the EPC General Assembly convenes there are pre-assembly workshops made 
available for commissioners and guests to attend; and this year’s 33rd GA was no different. One of the 
guest speakers at our recent conference was Mark Mittelberg, a highly-touted conference speaker, 
author and Christian apologist. Mark co-authored with Reverend Bill Hybels a book entitled, 
Becoming a Contagious Christian and that of his own work, Becoming a Contagious Church. 
 
Part of his basic premise was that the organized church has forgotten its first work … evangelism 
which is a scary word for many of us! But evangelism and outreach is not only the responsibility of 
pastors and teachers. It is a calling which all of us, including the people in the pews, must assume! At 
the close of Matthew’s gospel is the section known as “The Great Commission” Jesus commands us 
to … GO! Matthew 28:19 reads: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit…” 
 
In other words the Americanized, homogenized Church, must quit behaving as though it were a retail 
outlet where we sit around and wait for “customers” to come to us! Instead, we must be “proactive”! 
Our Lord and Savior has commended us to go and to seek and to save the lost.  
 
Mittelberg gave the example of James Hudson Taylor, the 19th century British missionary and founder 
of the China Inland Mission, who spent fifty-one years in China. In order for Taylor to reach out to the 
people of China he had to adapt to their way of life. Taylor began by learning their language and 
ancient dialects. Put simply, he became as one of them. And for his painstaking efforts Taylor was 
ridiculed by the “organized” church. But his labors were not in vain. The fruit of his labors were 
eventually realized decades later and his footprints are still seen to this day! 
 
In his presentation Mittelberg left with us seven beliefs or values; core principles which we must 
embrace, if we are to become a positive influence in our homes, neighborhoods, churches, and 
communities. And they are these: 
1) People matter to GOD. Therefore, people should be important to us. Our love for others will show  
    up in our checkbook and on our daily calendar. 
2) People are LOST (and don’t know it!). SIN separates us from GOD and the consequences of sin 
    will separate us for all eternity [Isaiah 59:1, 2]! 
3) The CROSS of Christ is our “bridge builder” to reconciliation and redemption [Romans 1:16]. 
4) Answers to their QUSTIONS. We must offer a credible “defense of the faith” (meaning of 
    apologetics). Books such as: Jesus Under Fire and The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel will answer  
    many of life’s most perplexing questions.  
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5) The RELATIONAL component. Faith in Christ is not merely an intellectual exercise. People need 
    Community; a sense of belonging. The theme for the TV show “Cheers” was this: “Where  
    everybody’s welcome and everybody knows your name.” 
6) RELEVANCY. We need to adopt a different language; not “churchy words” but a language by 
    which the unchurched can understand, relate with and appreciate. 
7) TIME. Seekers need time to process the truths of God. The farther the culture moves away from  
    Christ, the longer it takes to undergo transformation. 
 
So, let’s “GO” because the first move is up to us (the Church). Let’s not wait for others to come to us! 
 
Have a care, 
 
 
Pastor Cooper       
 

THE 33RD EPC GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 

The General Assembly was held at Cherry Hills Community Church in Highlands Ranch, Colorado 
from June 18-22.  
 
Pastor Cooper, Sammie, Elder Howard Kast, Virginia Walls and I were privileged to attend and 
represent Grace as your commissioners and spouses. 
 
The theme of this year’s assembly was “In Christ Alone,” taken from John 14:6. It met to vote on 
recommendations, committee reports and conduct other business. 
It was a record setter as more than 1200 people attended with 620 voting commissioners, 35 
exhibitors and over 60 EPC missionaries. 
With the addition of over 100 new churches introduced, there are now more than 460 churches in the 
denomination with over 140,000 members. This year’s growth rate is over 30% in only the first six 
months. 
 
Some of the issues covered were: 
 
           A vote to approve a revised Book of Government. The revisions produce a more 
          consistent use of language and formatting changes. The revisions do not represent 
          significant changes in policy. 
 
          A vote to grant commission authority to the Committee on Administration to determine 
          whether the EPC Medical Plan should be retained, revised, outsourced or terminated in  
          lieu of some of the requirements of the Affordable Care Act. 
 
          A vote to approve a revised and updated Position Paper on Abortion.      
 
There were workshops such as women’s ministries and outstanding times of worship and prayer. 
Again, it was a great privilege to represent Grace Community Church. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Gordon Walls, Ruling Elder 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
Grace Meals Ministry 

 
Women’s Ministry provides a “Meals Ministry” 
program for the “Family of Grace Community 
Church” who are in need of meals being 
brought to their homes due to: illness, surgery, 
shut-ins, or other reasons. Frances Lewis and 
Betty Lundeen are coordinators of this 
program. If you are in need of meals in your 
home, or you know of someone who would 
benefit from this service please contact 
Frances at 623-975-1288 or Betty at 623-594-
7951. We sincerely thank both of these ladies 
for their willingness to graciously serve in this 
ministry. 
 
Also, if you would be willing to occasionally 
provide and deliver a meal, please sign the 
sheet in the Resource Center and you will be 
contacted when the need arises. Women’s 
Ministry sincerely is grateful for your 
consideration of becoming involved in this 
ministry and we thank you in advance. 
 

Fond Farewell 
 

We were so very humbled and appreciative of 
the goodbyes from our brothers and sisters in 
Christ during our final time at Grace. We shall 
always treasure the wonderful memories of our 
time with each of you.  
Thank you also for your prayers for our 
daughter Jenny this past year; they were 
answered. 
We are in the process of looking for a new 
church home and prayerful that we are as 
blessed as we were with you. 
 
In Christ, Virginia and John Heilman 
 
**************************************** 

 I pledge allegiance to the flag 
Of the United States of America 

And to the Republic for which it stands 
One nation, under God, indivisible, 

With liberty and justice for all. 
 

**************************************** 
 

Finance Committee Report 
 
For the month of May our unrestricted 
contributions were $21,265.00 and our 
expenses were $23,946.87. Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in June were 
$18,728.00. 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $570.00 for the month of May.  
This fund is used for building and maintenance 
expenses and to cover emergency costs that 
may arise. 
 

July Birthdays 
 

7/01   Norma Matheson 
7/01   Nina Winn 
7/03   Dave Lantz 
7/05   Mary Bell 
7/08   Gwen Keinath 
7/15   Bob Schooley 
7/15   Rick Sontheimer 
7/17   Frank Zanin 
7/18   Ken Bell 
7/22   Ken Shick 
7/24   Sandy Theis 
7/25   Elaine Blair 
7/27   Sally Grindle 
7/27   William Malotte 
7/30   Ginny Walls 

Missionary Birthdays 
7/23/83  Jonathan Hamilton 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

July Anniversaries 
 

7/01   Silas & Flo Wade 
7/04   Henry & Barbara Wilson 
7/07   Art & Joan Johnson 
7/07   George & Jackie Masters 
7/13   Guy & Doris Davis 
7/17   Tim & Jan Evans 
7/21   Lee & Judy Visker 
7/24   Randy & Donna Bice 
7/30 Gordon & Ginny Walls 
 
Happy Anniversary! 
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